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Your child will beg'LrL their learm'mg jou.rvneg in...

The Horsford Church of England Primary School Foundation Stage Unit is known as
Wonderland, because it consists of Cheshire Cat’ and White Rabbit’ classes, named after

characters in Lewis Carroll’s /oalou/ar* sfar*y Alice in Wonderland’

Home Visits

Befcr*e sto.rvt'mg school, every child is oﬁer*ed the chance to
have a home visit, which takes plo.ce in the f’Lr*st week crf the
new school term and which last arcund 20 minutes. We
really value home visits as an important part of your child
transitioning to school. By visiting you and your child at
home, we can talk to and interact with your child in their
most comfcr*to.ble su.rvrvcu.nd'mgs. Your child’s class teacher
will also be able to give you all the 'Lnforvmo.tton you require
before your child begins school. Although home visits are
optlono.[, theg are an excellent opportunity for us to f'md
out more about your child, for you to ask any questions you

mtght ho.\re o.n.d. ]tO'I"" l:JO'U. to mo.ke us aware O'j: o.ng issues

rvego.rvci'mg your child's progress or needs in their llfe sofo.rv.

Staggered Start

After* home visits, the children start coming to school fcm full d.a.gs. We sphead out the
children’s start dags over a school week, to help everyone settle in. We beg'm with the
very oldest children on the Mondag, with the youngest joining everyone else bg the
Thurvsdag, so that everyone has had at least two fu.ll d.o.ys bg the end crf the week.

Sto.rvt'mg school can be an exc'Lt'LrLg, waorrying, or 9enerva[[3 emotional time ](crrv you and
your child. Please remember, there are lots crf other children and po.rvents/car*ervs going
thrvou.gh the same experience, and the school s’to.]cJt are alwags on hand to cﬁer* support,

now and thr*ou.ghou.t your child’s time at school with us.

It nght help to...

. Speah ccnfldentlg and pos'Lt'L\relg about school - your child needs to hear this.

eHave a morning routine at home to 9et to school pr*om.pt[g, the do.g beg’ms at 8:55am.
e Reassure your child that theg'[l have lots of fu,n and that gou'[l see them at home time.
. Sag 9oodbge qui.cle[g and tell them that theg will have a good d.ag.

. If your child holds on to you, let @ member of staﬂ: 9entl3 take them fhom you.



Daily Routines

From the very start of their school life children at our school are
encouraged to be independent. The classrooms allow children
opportunities to make choices and decisions in a so.fe environment
with adult support and encouragement. Teachers greet the children
at the Reception garden gate from 8:35am until 8:55am, when the
school day begins. During this time, parents/carers say goodbye,
and children come into the Reception garden to begin their

p[ag-based learvni.ng and then everyone comes inside to hang their

coats and book bo.gs as Lndependentlg as theg are able to.

Throughout each day the children access all the areas of the Early Years' Foundation
Stage (EYFS) curriculum through both adult directed and independent activities. Each
day begins with the children coming together to share compliments with that day's
'Spec'Lo.l Person’, which develops the children's speo.la'mg, listenlng, fr*iend.shi.p and thlnki.ng
skills, as well as bcosting their self—esteem. The teachers then introduce the d.o.g and
discuss the activities the children can enjoy. The rest crf
the day consists of a mixture of time for the children to
develop their leahnlng either Lndlvidu.o.ll.g, within a small
group, with a teacher or as a whole class. The children
are encou.rvo.ged to use all three classrooms (two indoor

and one outdoor) to develop their Leo,r“n'mg Lndependentlg

thrvou.gh planned p[o.g-bo.sed activities.

Each morning the children take part in short, daily carpet sessions focusing on the maths
topic of the week and phonics skills for reading and writing. The topics and content being
covered are detailed on a weekly summary of learning, known as the ‘Hook Sheet’, which

is sent out each week so that you are able to su.pporvt your child's leo.rvn'mg at home.

At lunch time the children can choose between having a hot
dinner or po.claed lunch in the hall, which theg order
fLPst—tthg in the morning at the 9ate. When the children have
f'LrL'Lshed their lunch, theg join the rest cf the school on the
[o.rvge p[o.ggrvou,nd, this gives them the opporvtunitg to mix

with other children and experience a range of play equipment
and games, an[u.d.ing the alwags popu.[o,r* trim trail’l

Aftehnocns alwags beg'm with a short whole-class learvn'mg session which explorves the
other areas of the EYFS curriculum. The dag concludes with a lear“n'mg review to phovide
the children the cppcr“tunltg to Peflect on the skills theg have been de\relcp'mg thr“oughout
their do.g. This is fcllowed bg a stor*g and collective WO‘r“SI'\.i.P time, beforve the children

9et r*eo.dg to go home. At home time po.r*ents/co.r*er*s line up outside the r*ecepti.cn 9o,te

and children will be dismissed at 3:O5pm.



Playtimes

In Reception, the children have one set ‘playtime’ each day, lunchtime - eating/playtime
which is 12pm until 1pm. The rest cr]( the time Recepti.cn children are able to follow their
own interests in the Recepticn classrooms, talai.ng the occasional break to learn tcgetherv
on the carpet or to work with an adult on a spec'Lf'Lc task. Toilet fo.c'Ll’Lt'Les are available

throughout the day and children are encouraged to go as and when they need to.

Library

Children can choose a library book to borrow when they visit as a class each week.
Please share it together at home as much as you would like to but leave it in their book
bag, so it is ready to be exchanged for a new one. Visiting the library is a lovely time
as a class tcgether*, when we also share a story and pehhaps even retell a story fhom

the illustrations on 'K'Lrtg Rex' our 'Stcrvgso.u.r*u.s' who Llives in the libr*arvgl

School Reading Books

Children will have their reading books changed once a week by their
class teacher or a member cf school staff, and a note about their
reading will be added to their diary. Parents/Carers are asked to
make a note each time their child reads their school rveo.d.'mg book
with them at home. Each time a child reads at home theg are moved

o.[cmg the r*eo.d.'mg race, to encourage the children to 9et into the

routine of practicing their reading at home. Once they have received
20 entries from home in their reading diary, they will be able to
choose a small prize from their teacher’s ‘golden box’. We cannot stress enough how much
of a dLﬁePence it makes to the children’s Peadtng progress and o.b'Ll'Lt9 when theg pPactlce
at home rvegularlg and frvequently.

High-Frequency’ or Common Exception’ Words

Throughout the year there are 'Words of the Week. The words are the focus
hlgh—fr*equ.encg or common 'exception' words f0r~ the week in school, which will be noted
in your child’s reading diary for practise at home.

These thh—fPequencg or common 'exceptlcn' words are so-called because theg are words
with sounds in them that do not match the way theg are prvonounced., such as the’. So,
‘Lf you sound-talk and then blend the letters c-a-t together*, saying the sounds the letters
make would help you to read the word ‘cat’. However, 'Lf you say the sounds t-h-e,
b[ending these sounds together* would not sound like the', so the' is a common word that
is an excepttcn to the usual rules arocund the sounds that letters make, hence a ‘common

exception word'.

Your child will become an exper*t in exp[alnlng to you how theg are |.eo.r*n.'m9 to Pead.,
and the teachers are alwo.gs happg to answer any questions you m'Lght have about this

essential skill.



The Curriculum

Throughout their time in school the children learn a wide range of skills. Activities are
p[anned in line with the Ear*lg Years Foundation Sto.ge Curriculum. The curriculum is

sp['Lt into seven main areas of leo.r“rti.ng, these are:

«Personal Social and Emoctional Development - Understanding
feelings, self-esteem, self-confidence, turn-taking, understanding
and following rules and building relationships.

e Communication and Language - Listening attentively and
mo.ki.ng relevant comments or o.sle'mg questions to clo.r“i.fg
u,ndervsto.ndi.ng, in small groups or 1:1.

¢ Physical Development - Developing gross motor skills - e.q., ball
skills, balancing and climbing and developing fine-motor skills
- e.g., cutting, holding small tools and drawing.

oLi.ter*acg - Letter Pecognitton, rveo.d.'mg, wrv'Lt'Lng, letter
fcr*mo.t'LorL, penc'Ll control and u.ndervsto.nd.mg and enjoying
books and poetry.

e Mathematics - Number, number patterns, counting, addition, subtraction, d.ou.bl'mg,
ho.[v'mg, sho,pe, pattern, money, measure and estimation.

-Under*sto,nd,ing the World - Undervsto.ndlng of ['w'mg th'mgs, our environment and
communities. L'Lfe now and in the past and an introduction to Rel'Lg'Lcm and fest'wo.ls.
oExpr*essi.\re Arts and Desi.gn. - Dr“o,w-lng, painting, 3D model['mg, collo.ge and art
o.ppr*eci.o.t'ton; mo.le'mg music, s'mg'mg and rvo[e-p[o.g.

Tapestry - the Online Learning Journal

In order to keep track of what your child has achieved during the year

we will make observations, take photos and leeep notes on what theg are , ﬂ
doing. We use an online system to record our observations called *;’t
'Tapestrvg'. This allows both you and us to u.p[oo,d phctcs and/or videos
and to make notes about the children’s achievements and share them in a

secure way with pahents/cahevs.

Each child is taught according to their own
leo,rvn'mg stg[e and needs. All children are
individual, and we recognise that theg each have
their own sthengths and areas for~ development.
Bg leeep’Ln.g a record cf what your child is
ach'Lev"Ln.g we can fccu.s our teaching to your

child's individual next steps, it is our aim to

ensure that they get exactly what they need to

enthuse, encourage and move them on.



What will your child need to bring to school?

«School Uniform - This can be purchased from www.birdsofdereham.com and can be
delivered to your home or school. Please consider bu.gi.n.g shoes that your child can
fo.sten Lndependentlg and ensure ALL items of c[othi.ng are named, 'mc[u,d'LrLg coats and
shoes.

« A Water Bottle - Please send your child in with a named water
bottle, containing plain water.

e Snacks -Fresh fruits/vegetables are available daily for children
to snack on. If there are spec'Lch fr*uits/\regeto.b[es that your
child or children pr*efer', then you are welcome to send these in
fcr* them. Please, no nuts,, chocolate, rice cakes, sweets, crisps,
biscuits, cakes, cereal bars, flapjacks, fruit winders or any
other food items, thank you.

o A Book Bag - Your child’s reading diary and reading book will

go in here, o.lcrng with their llbrvo.mj book. Both are cho.nged
week[g. Please laeep these items the book bo.g when not be'mg used
so theg are there when needed at school. Letters fr*crm school
and first aid slips will also go in here.
Please don't put water bottles in book bags, as they often leak
and ruin the contents of the book bag.

« Waterproofs and Wellies - We have a lovely ocutdoor

classroom fO'r“ the children to learn in, and we like to 9et out
there in all weathers. If your child has wo.ter*pr*ocf clothlng
and wellies in school, then it will enable them to make the
most of these opportunities. We believe there is no such thing
as bad weather, just inappropriate cloth'mg!

o Spare Clothes - Sometimes the children are engrossed in

their leo.rvn'mg and have an accident; we have limited spare

clothes at school for these occasions so please send a spare

set(s) into school, (socks, pants, trousers/skirt, T-shirt)
within a named plastic bag.

«P.E. Kit - The children will start to do P.E. in the Summer Term (o.]q'.erv Easter). More
'Lnforvmo.t'ton will be prvovld.ed. nearer the time.

«Hot Dinners/School Packed lunch - School meals are available for free every day. A
menu for the term is available in the entrance area of the school. Your child may have
a school dinner every day or may choose to eat just when their favourite food features
on the menu.

eHome Packed Lunch - Some children choose to have packed lunch, parents/carers
sometimes f'md it easier to monitor how much is be'mg eaten and can prvc\rlde some
favourv'tte fccds. Please ensure that lunch boxes are named and not over fllled as this
can prove too much fcr* some children to manage. We ask that lunchboxes do not contain

sweets, chocolate or f'Lzzg drinks.

NO NUTS, PEANUT BUTTER OR CHOCOLATE SPREAD DUE TO ALLERGIES.


http://www.birdsofdereham.com/

‘Assertive Mentor*lng'

Teachers are available and happy to speak with
po.rvents/car*er*s o.fterv school most do.gs. If you have scmethin.g
that you would like to discuss with them, pleo.se ask fcr* an

appomtment or contact the school oﬁlce.

Du.rvmg the year there are a few fcnmo.l occasions where you
can meet with your child's teacher to f'md. out how your

child is progressing and how you can su.ppcrrvt them at home.

Towards the end of the summer term a rvepcrrvt will be sent

home which records your child’s progress and achievements

for the year.

Help your child - support their learning at home
Throughout your child’s time at school the teachers will work hard to ensure that they

make the most amount of progress possible. It is important that this is r*ef[ected at home
also, with the support po.r*ents/cahervs phovide.

Each week we send home 'mfor*mo.tlon about
our week[g theme with ideas fcr
parents/carers to be able to support their
child at home alongside school.

The most valuable o.ct'witg you can do at

home to su.pporvt your child’s leo.rvn'mg is to
regularly spend time sharing their school
reading book with them and practising recognising and recalling

the High Frequency Words' in the front of their reading diary.

‘Little and often.' r*ea.|.|.9 can make a b'Lg d.i.ﬁer"en.ce!

Learning to read is a hu.ge po.r*t crf your child’s ghowth
and de\relopment, and theg will need your help and
support at home with this crucial skill.

If you are ever unsure about the best way to SU_PPO'I"‘JL your
child, or how to motivate them to do some pr“actls'mg at

hcme, then PI.QO_SQ G.Sk, U:JO'U.I"‘ child's Cl.O_SS teo.cher“. Tl’ley

have lots 0"_|t ideas and will be able to make suggesti.cns
that suit you and your child.

\A/e I_O'O'k. ](O'I"'WG.I"’d. to meetlng lJO'U. and welccmlng lJO'U. to HO'r“SfO'r“d_ CE VA Pr"i_m.d.r“lj SC"\.O‘O’U






